
 
 



 

 
 

 

Opening Song God of Work 

NETTLETON (tune of “Sing a New Church”) 
 

Verse 1 

God of work, who works within us, 
each new day our strength renew. 

When life's burdens seem too heavy 

may we put our trust in you. 

Guide our minds, inspire our thinking; 
guide our hands, increase our skill; 
give us courage when we falter; 

use our gifts to do your will. 

Verse 2 

Christ as carpenter you laboured, 
knew the joy that work can give, 

helped the fishers bring their nets in, 
taught all people how to live; 

healed the sick, gave hope and freedom, 
fed the hungry, blessed the wine. 

You who know the cost of loving, 

be for us our life's design. 

Verse 3 

In our homes, in school and office, 

hallow all the work we do, 

teaching, toiling, helping, healing, 
may our lives connect with you. 

Take our efforts, dreams accomplished, 

take our disappointments, pain. 

Lord of life, you lived as worker, 

Jesus, work through us again. 

Copyright © Jocelyn Marshall, 2008 

 

Opening Collect 

Presider Creator God…. 
We offer this prayer through Jesus our brother, 

All Amen. 
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Psalms of Lament: Psalm 42-43 

Are there times in your ministry where you feel cast down or forgotten? 
Where do you find the inspiration to hope? 

 
 

Stanzas will be read alternately by a leader. The assembly is invited to pray along (if you wish 
to speak the Psalm, be sure to mute your microphone). 

Like the deer that yearns for running streams, 
so my soul is yearning for you, my God. 
My soul is thirsting for God, the God of my life. 
When can I enter and see the face of God? 

 
My tears have become my bread, by night, by day, 
as I hear it said all the day long: “Where 

is your God?” 
These things will I remember 
as I pour out my soul: 

 
how I would lead the rejoicing crowd 
into the house of God, 
amid cries of gladness and thanksgiving, 
the throng wild with joy. 

 
Why are you cast down, my soul? 
Why groan within me? 
Hope in God; I will praise God still, 
my savior and my God. 

 
My soul is cast down within me 
as I think of you, 
from the country of Jordan and Mount Hermon, 
from the Hill of Mizar. 

 
Deep is calling on deep, 
in the roar of waters; 
your torrents and all your waves 
swept over me. 
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By day the Lord will send 
his loving kindness; 
by night I will sing to him, 
praise the God of my life. 

 
I will say to God, my rock: 
“Why have you forgotten me? 
Why do I go mourning, 
oppressed by the foe?” 

 
With cries that pierce me to the heart, 
my enemies revile me, 
saying to me all the day long: 
“Where is your God?” 

 
Why are you cast down, my soul? 
Why groan within me? 
Hope in God; I will praise God still, 
my savior and my God. 

 
Defend me, O God, and plead my cause 
against a godless nation. 
From a deceitful and cunning people 
rescue me, O God. 

 
Since you, O God, are my stronghold, 
why have you rejected me? 
Why do I go mourning, 
oppressed by the foe? 

 
O send forth your light and your truth; 
let these be my guide. 
Let them bring me to your holy mountain, 
to the place where you dwell. 

 
And I will come to your altar, O God, 
the God of my joy. 
My redeemer, I will thank you on the harp, 
O God, my God. 
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Why are you cast down, my soul? 
Why groan within me? 
Hope in God; I will praise God still, 
my savior and my God. 

 

Psalm of Praise Psalm 139: I Will Praise You, I Will Thank You 

Where is God at work in your ministry these days? 
What gifts for ministry did God fashion in you? 
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Gospel Reading Mark 14:1-9 
A Woman Anoints Jesus 

 
What good service have you performed in your ministry lately? 
How do you hope people remember you as a minister? 

 

It was two days before the Passover and the festival of Unleavened Bread. 
The chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way to arrest Jesus by 
stealth and kill him; for they said, “Not during the festival, or there may be 
a riot among the people.” 

While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at the 
table, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard, 
and she broke open the jar and poured the ointment on his head. But some 
were there who said to one another in anger, “Why was the ointment 
wasted in this way? For this ointment could have been sold for more than 
three hundred denarii, and the money given to the poor.” And they 
scolded her. 

But Jesus said, “Let her alone; why do you trouble her? She has performed 
a good service for me. For you always have the poor with you, and you can 
show kindness to them whenever you wish; but you will not always have 
me. She has done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand 
for its burial. Truly I tell you, wherever the good news is proclaimed in the 
whole world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of her.” 

 

Breaking Open the Word 
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Intercessions 

Presider Loving God…. 
we lift these prayers of petition to you: 

Reader For the church, that it may witness to the Good News of Jesus Christ with 
integrity and conviction … 

For lay ministers, that they may be strengthened in their service to the 
church … 

For ordained ministers, that they may encourage the callings of all the 
baptized … 

For all suffering from COVID-19, that they may be restored to full 
health… 

For caretakers and essential workers, that they may be strengthened in 
their labor … 

For teachers, students, and school administrators, that they may be safe 
in this new academic year … 

For an end to racism, sexism, homophobia, and all other forms of hate, 
that God’s justice may abound for all people … 

For those who have died, that their souls may be welcomed into the 
heavenly banquet … 
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Blessing of Lay Ecclesial Ministers 

Presider Christ commissioned his disciples to go out and spread God’s 

love and compassion to the world. We will mark our commitment 

to this calling by signing our senses. After each line is read, you 

are invited to make the sign of the cross over the appropriate area 

of your body. 
 

Reader Receive the sign of the cross on your forehead, that you may be 

awakened to new mindfulness of Christ at work in you. 
 

Reader Receive the sign of the cross on your eyes, that you may be 

awakened to the glory of God alive in the world around you. 
 

Reader Receive the sign of the cross on your ears, that you may be 

attuned to the voice of God calling you ever forward. 
 

Reader Receive the sign of the cross on your lips, that you may speak the 

Good News of Christ with courage and conviction. 

 

Reader Receive the sign of the cross on your shoulders, that you may be a 

source of compassion for others to lean on. 

 

Reader Receive the sign of the cross over your heart, that you may be 

enlivened by the energy of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Reader Receive the sign of the cross on your hands, that Christ may be 

known in the work which you do. 

 

Reader Receive the sign of the cross on your feet, that you may walk in 

the way of Christ. 

 

Closing Collect 

 

Presider Loving God… 

We ask this prayer through Jesus our brother. 

 

All Amen. 
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Dismissal 

Presider ...let us go forth to proclaim the Gospel with our lives. 

All Thanks be to God. 

Closing Song As a Fire Is Meant for Burning 
 

Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net #A-704249 

 

Thank you for worshiping God with us! 

Fellowship Barbara Sutton 

We invite you to stay together for a time to share stories, toasts, and words 
of encouragement for one another in your work as lay ecclesial ministers! 



 

 

 

SCHEDULE FOR 
CO-WORKERS IN THE 
VINEYARD VIRTUAL 
CONVERSATIONS 

 
2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. CDT 

 
OCTOBER 8: Sustaining a Healthy Ministerial Vineyard: The 

Intersection of Lamentations and Hope 
Barbara Sutton and Nathaniel Samuel 

NOVEMBER 12: Creating a Covenant for a Healthy Ministerial Workplace 

Jessie Bazan and panel of lay ecclesial ministers 

DECEMBER 10: A Healthy Ministerial Workplace 
Kristi Bivens, Robert Choiniere, Bridget Klawitter, 
Dorice Law, Kyle Lechtenberg, Timothy Johnston, 
Yaret Macedo, Jim Wahl 

 
JANUARY 14: A Healthy Ministerial Workplace 

Kristi Bivens, Robert Choiniere, Bridget Klawitter, 
Dorice Law, Kyle Lechtenberg, Timothy Johnston, 
Yaret Macedo, Jim Wahl 

FEBRUARY 11: Moving Towards a New Story 

Kerry A. Robinson 

 

MARCH 11: Looking Inward: Introducing a Self-Assessment 
Tool on a Healthy Ministerial Workplace 
Barbara Sutton, Victor Klimoski and partners 

APRIL 8: Witnesses to Lay Ecclesial Ministers and their 
Workplace as a Home for God 
Edward P. Hahnenberg, Rev. Hector Madrigal and Zeni 
Fox 

An Invitation to Resilience and Prayer 

C. Vanessa White 

 
 

REGISTER AT HTTP://SUSTAININGTHEVINEYARD.ORG  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Partners: Association for 
Graduate Programs In 

Ministry, Diocese of Saint 
Cloud, Federación de 

Institutos Pastorales and 
National Association for 

Lay Ministry 

 

 

http://sustainingthevineyard.org/
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